EXPLORING THE LITERATURE & LANDSCAPE
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he eavaleade af
swonen came from
every direction. From
- the east, 3 chuster of
MNew Yok City publishing and
InFuUrance executives possessing all
the grit and humor that the east
coast has to offer. From the south
sauntered 2 marketing executne.
Frorm the west and northwest came
fiction writers, 2 documentary
filearnaker, a special events
facihtator, an Wustrator, teacher,
Ivpno-therapist, magazine editor
and an author expousing the merits
of chocolate

What liu.n

l

women had in commen was 4
zust for lafe, 2 jow de vz, and 2
senie of adventure! Just as their
predecessors had over 130 years
ape, these were women with
srength of character and bravery
Erx\-un'.ng the great dinvade i
search of a new life experisnce
We conguered the Wyorming
landscape on our steeds of
paloming, buck:lan, gray and
bay ser against the backdrop
of the ever-changmg Wioming
big blue ey We rode along a
variety of roaring rers, alongde
gallivanting elk and antelope
and nesting bald eapgles.
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W felt the sweet swell of the
saddle against our thighs, and
heard the hearty foodfalls of aur
horse companions against the
semetimes-rocky plains. We heard
meadowlarks and listened to the
wide words of our w BT
We saw remnant of eardy
homestsading, and spotted dulls
of fallen wikdlsfe. We trotted along
abandoned ralroad tracks, saw
remnant of eardy homesteading,
heard stories of pold stnkes and
tales of logy turned into humber
What we did not hear was the
din of television, nor the cry of the
cell phome. This was 3 welcome

estled in the Centennial Valley below the Medicine

. Bow Nanonal Forest lays the Vee Bar Ranch The
A Bar is 2 wodd-renowned family guest and
duds ranch with 2 relaxed atmosphers.

The Cole famidly owns and operates the Vee Bar as well as the
Desrwood catde ranch, ten mibes south. Lefty Cole and his wifs, children
and grandehildren mke part in every aspect of running the ranch from
houssiesping, wrangling, cooling and managemsent and more. The love
of has Bl b= evident as Lefty often gets 2 hitle minty when introducing

i farealy o visitors.

Clearly this facility is peared toward the ulémate farmly experience.
Acovites range from horseback rniding, hay nides, hilang, river abing,
herding catde, trap thooting and more. The cabin: are warm and
imidng The menu of home-cocked food is net to be forpotten. T highly
recomumend the Vee Bar Ranch to any and all.
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respite from the hectic and errane
madern world we had left behind.
Despite the snormity of the
space, there was no room for such
mdern things.

We pathered in 2 w1
oasis of horse and rver Ve
sought commersation, and quiet,
intrespection and ohservation, and
comapanionship. In the end we
found seme element of ourselves
we had cverlocked but which
was brought to fife throasgh the
eves of a different landseape and

amongst cur newiound frisndshaps.

We found curselves in the wild
".'n'f‘.wrl.i.ng

& Cﬂnd}ljon:

ad been booking forward to
i clinie for several meonths.
remote \\imﬂdng
B | ardseape was something
1 was faraliar with :nd.f.rtt‘ had
very hittle time to enjoy: It seemed
hie I hadn't had 2 vacaoon ance
the second grade. 1 wanted to be
rid of my computer, cell phone
and business as ] worked o
move dowly through the week. 1
longed to be surrounded by othor
writers and to enjoy the feel of
the horse beneath me out on che
mountainside. This was my gift to
myself for arming fifty years old.
1:’:,-' ll'!ihi.‘l'l WAL q'l.'l.i.lﬂ.t :.nl:‘
situated rght by the rushing
ﬁl‘h :\..DI: one 0o Stﬂﬂpﬂ'hh J.'D':r'
regularity, I wondered iff the sound
of the warer against the rocky
banks might induce the shumber [
lenged fox
Facilitated by Page Lambert
and Sheri Griffich, the conference
was well orgamized, It offered a
positive experience for amateurs as
well as veteran riders and writers.
C"u.r EIJII wWas m-].tl.rnmnu zbuu.t
how a horse communicates with
2065

the wordd and develop a deeper

awareness of our ovwn modes of
comrrun-icatng, verbalhy and
non-verbally Time was spent
Jjournaling, shanng cur wriking,
reading excerpes of horse literanure
as well as out in the wilderness

on the backs of theze loving and
forgiving creatures the horses. e
made new frsnds. We laughed
much of the time.

& Susan R Stolt:

o g 5 Writers, we reach
{ ﬁ: to others through
written word. Wet
aften our work lacks

the energy and vitality necessary
to engape the reader. W often f21l
to st our instinces when telling
astory: A horse s an inshoncove
animal, and the relagonship
beoween horse and human requires
an abiding trust and understanding
of these insancts. Hurnans, too,
are instnetive creatures. Vet

cur instnets can easly become
subverted by the modern techmeal
world in which we Bve, Ttis my
bope that by being fully engaged
in the immediate, vital and

natural wordd of the horse, we will
reawaken our own hast for life.
This renewed pasaon will fuel cur
writing because it will strengthen
the bond that connects us to the
natural wardd.™

& Pape Lambert

he smell of the Vee
ar Ranch has not
evaporated. Tt sall

= seermns (o emanate from
every pore. I contimie to sense
the odor of the barn, the mver,
and maost of all, Rocky Rocky, my
horse for the week, was sarong and
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gentle. He staved near the back,
bar was pare of the herd. This was
not the horse I would normally
have chosen. Heowever, when we
pay arenbon, we u.n.ul]!' fined we
get what we need, not what we
WAnL

% Elspeth Nairn

d .- 1 he week for roe was
ansformative. Tt was
% about vangquishing
= ghosts and conquering
fears. Ihad ridden when I
was younger but was abwvays so
intrnidated by horses that I was
unable to become really attuned
to them. They were large,
unpredictable and dangercus
creatures, almost a cormplete
rystery. ... I could have ridden
oy horse Lucky forever 1 learned
more about horses in this one week
than in all the years [ had ridden
before. Ilearned a lot about
moyzelf, too. Ileft feeling asof 1
have rwenty-two new friends and a
new perspective on writing, riding
amd my life.
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